
I sometimes can show impatience, although this has tempered over the years. I 

can become frustrated in waiting for someone to call me back, or if someone is 

late, or in the worst of all situations that someone fails to show up. This has been 

the experience that we have lived at St. Vital Parish since August.  

Father Moise had said yes to coming to Canada from his home in Benin, Africa. He 

was sent to work with me and minister in our parish and school.  We learned very 

quickly that every form and expectation from the immigration people had to be 

perfect, and we found out what happens when it is not done correctly. It becomes 

150 days of frustration, sadness, and trying to see the good in all this mess.  

In the Word of God this Sunday we hear that Jesus doesn’t just give up or turn 

away, he continues. Matthew tells us “As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw 

two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net 

into the sea, for they were fishermen.” Seems like a good gig, but that’s not what 

God wanted. Despite all the frustration and demands he says to them “Come, fol-

low me, and I will make you fishers of people” (Matthew 4:20).  

It is with this realization that I can wholeheartedly welcome my younger brother 

priest Father Moise to join us as we make followers of our people. Father Moise in 

his demeanour and his patience has made me change and become a little less im-

patient. He has witnessed to all of us that we are called to be people of joy, of mer-

cy, and of love, that reflects who we are. When we begin to go down that road 

that leads us away from what our work should be, let us stop and remember it is 

God’s call that we follow. Thank you for being in our community Father Moise. 

Fr. Mark 

 

From Father Mark... 
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Eco Friendly Lunches 

St. Maurice School encourages eco-friendly lunches. They contain healthy 

food that nourishes children’s’ body and is great brain food. Any fresh fruit or 

vegetables are an excellent source of vitamins, but especially broccoli, blue-

berries, oranges, avocados and tomatoes.                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

We discourage single use plastic cutlery that children often request from their 

teacher. Rather, please pack recyclable eating utensils for your child. Fast 

food often creates extra garbage and is not nourishing.  

Thank You for your cooperation.  
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February promises to be an especially busy month for our school. In grades 7-12, the second half of 

the year is underway and basketball season is in full swing.  Our teams looks as strong as ever this 

year! 

In elementary, there will be many events and activities promoting literacy, as February is “I  Love to 

Read Month.” The theme for this year is “Read Canadian!” Thanks to all the elementary staff for 

organizing this month-long celebration, and for all their enthusiasm and hard work.  

Perhaps the most exciting events we have coming up are the annual open houses on Wednesday 

February 5 at 6:30pm for grades 7-12 and Thursday February 6th at 6:30pm for K-6. These are the 

only times of the year when the school opens its doors to the interested public and expresses what 

is special about St. Maurice.  

As both a parent and long time staff member, I feel very fortunate to have two of my children at-

tend St. Maurice. Three important qualities of St. Maurice School stand out to me. The first is faith. 

During the school day our students are reminded that there is something beyond us, above us – Je-

sus, our savior. The second important quality is family. The people of St. Maurice School for many of 

us feel like an extension of our own families. The third important quality is academic and life prepa-

ration. A sense of gratitude and purpose are essential to live a happy and fulfilling life. We strive to 

prepare each student for the rigors of not only university or other post-secondary schooling but life 

itself.  

May the second half of the school year bring joy and happiness to 

all. 

God bless, 

 

Admin Message 



It was Quiet Until We Showed Up 

High School Classes Visit St. Paul’s College on Retreat 

 

It’s important to get away, to step back from everyday life, in order to put our lives in per-

spective.  St. Paul’s College generously provided us with space for our grade 10 to 12 class re-

treats.  Nothing brings people together like braving the cold; our students and teachers test-

ed their mettle against the December winds on their bus ride to the U of M.  The retreats 

proved to be memorable and something we hope to make a yearly tradition to close out the 

school term before Christmas break. 

This year’s theme for the retreats was grace: God’s freely given love that changes our hearts.  

St. Paul knew a thing or two about transformative grace, so it was fitting to spend the day at 

the college that bears his name.  While we can at times be stingy with forgiveness, especially 

to ourselves, God lavishes us with mercy.  In keeping with the theme, we spent the day to-

gether having fun and eating pizza.  We paid a visit to the James Daly Fieldhouse for a chance 

to stretch our legs and try out a new sport: Capture the Flag Tag Dodgeball 4-Way Battle Roy-

ale.  The rules kept changing; as the week went on we refined the game.   It’s still not quite 

ready for ESPN, but we had a blast anyways.   

Switching gears from the ersatz bloodsport, Fr. Colin Peterson, our former Associate Pastor 

here at St. Vital parish, was on hand to say Mass for us in Christ the King Chapel.  Fr. Colin is 

enjoying his new post as the Chaplain at St. Paul’s College.  I have many fond memories from 

my own days as a student campus minister at the College, so it was very special to be able to 

bring our students there and share with them a bit of my story about how I got my start in 

ministry.  As our students make their way through high school and beyond, may they have the 

grace they need to see God’s hand guiding them along.  They will have their own stories to 

share of how God’s grace transformed them.  We hope to keep bringing out students to the 

College for grade-level retreats and so build a bond between our schools that will strengthen 

the spiritual lives of our communities. 

Nicole Savard 

Tom Bailey-Robertson 

Campus Ministry 

Campus Ministry News 



K-8 News 
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February will be very busy. It has been designated as “ I love to read month.”  This year’s 

theme will be Canadian authors. There will be  a  display for K-6 of  we love reading Cana-

dian authors, the  Great Canadian Book Quiz, “ book tasting,” an author visit and many 

literacy activities  to encourage reading. Students will participate in random silent read-

ing and other engaging literacy activities.   

Please attend our Public Open Houses scheduled for Wednesday, February 5 at 6:30 pm for  

Grades 7-12 and Thursday, February 6 at 6:30 pm for K-6  in our gymnasium. Brief presentations 

from School Administration will be followed by student led school tours.  

Grades 7-12 Report Cards will be distributed on Friday, February 7 with parent Teacher Interviews 

(Grades 7-12), Thursday, February 13 from  4:00 to 9:pm and Thursday, February 20, 4:00 to 9:00 

p.m.  K-6 Report Cards will be distributed on Friday, March 6 with K-6  parent Teachers Interviews 

scheduled for Wednesday, March 11, 4:00 p.m to 7:00, and Thursday, March 12  at 4:00 to 7:00. As 

your child’s first and most everlasting teachers, please attend the conferences.  Kindly take time 

to review your child’s Report  Card pointing out their God given gifts, talents and skills while help-

ing them develop (in consultation with their teacher), an educational plan to address remedial 

areas. We welcome the opportunity to dialogue with you  about your child’s growth and any spe-

cific needs. Thank You for your continued support! 

Patrick Bennett, Vice Principal ( For K-6) 

Toonies for Tuition 

February 11th will be a special “Toonie Tuesday casual day” in support of the Toonies for Tuition 
program 

The Canadian Catholic School Trustees Association (CCSTA) maintains an endowment fund for 
families seeking a Catholic education for their children, but may have difficulty in paying the tui-
tion.  Parents, including those from St. Maurice School, interested in applying for the bursary are 
asked to first consult the CCSTA website: http://www.ccsta.ca/en/initiatives-en/toonies, before 
contacting the school principal (email to bdoiron@stmaurice.mb.ca) who will assist with the bur-
sary application process.  There is a limit to the number of applications a school may submit; fami-
lies with the most severe financial need situation and those who have not been provided with 
CCSTA support previously are given priority consideration.   

 
Funds are collected to support the program from many and various supporters of Catholic educa-
tion, including the Catholic schools across Canada.  Schools are encouraged to support the fund 
by holding a “Toonies for Tuition” casual day.  St. Maurice School will offer an optional “Toonies 
for Tuition” casual day for the K-12 students on the Tuesday of Catholic Schools week in Manitoba.  
Students wishing to wear appropriate casual clothing on this day will need to bring in $2 to their 
home room teacher, with all funds forwarded to the CCSTA Toonies for Tuition program.   

http://www.ccsta.ca/en/initiatives-en/toonies
mailto:bdoiron@stmaurice.mb.ca
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Thank you to all staff and students for the generous and important contributions they 
made to the Immaculate Conception Drop-In Centre for the lunch St. Maurice School 
hosted this past Sunday.  Some of the school staff helped serve a meal to approximately 
175 people in need.  In total, we helped serve out:   

 Over 180 litres of chili prepared or purchased by members of the school staff;  

 35 loaves of bread  

 3 crates of bananas  

 13 four-litre jugs of 2% milk  

 20 boxes of cookies  

As we had a large supply of donated chili, approximately 30 litres of the chili made for 
this past Sunday chili was kept frozen and brought to the centre for use next Sunday, 
when the centre will be serving chili dogs. 

Thanks to the Social Justice Committee of St. Vital Parish which provided funds for the 
bread, bananas, milk and cookies.   

Many thanks to St. Maurice students and their families who donated a total of 1,622 
mitts, socks, tuques, scarves, shampoos, toothpastes, toothbrushes, soaps, and other 
toiletry items.  The staff of the Centre were extremely grateful to have these items to 
supply to those in need.   

Many thanks to the generous people of the St. Maurice School community for all their 
donations of time and treasure!  

 

 

Immaculate Conception Drop-In Centre 
Chili Lunch 

 

 

Please help us to advertise our Public Open Houses for prospective students: 

Wednesday, February 5th at 6:30 pm in the Gym  

for Grades 7-12  

**Parents of students currently in grade 6 at St. Maurice are highly encouraged to at-

tend the open house for grades 7-12 with their grade 6 child, as the presentations pro-

vide important information about the grades 7-12 programs and opportunities at St. 

Maurice School.** 

 

Thursday, February 6th at 6:30 pm in the Gym  

for K-Grade 6 

**All parents interested for K-6 are to meet in the gym for 6:30 pm; tours of our Kin-

dergarten rooms across the street will take place after the general information presenta-

tions.** 

 

The priority deadline for new student applications is Friday, March 13th, 2020 

 

Important Dates for Grades 7 to 12  

Students and Parents: 
February 7 Grades 7-12 Report Cards distributed at 3:30 pm 

 •Parents/Guardians are asked to sign and return the “Report Card Reply 
and Parent-Teacher Interview Request Form”  

February 10 Grades 7-12 Report Card Reply Sheets due back 

February 13 Grades 7-12 Parent-Teacher Interviews, 4:00-9:00 pm  

February 14 No School K-12 

February 20 Grades 7-12 Parent-Teacher Interviews, 4:00-9:00 pm    

THE RE-REGISTRATION DEADLINE FOR RETURNING STUDENTS WILL BE        
FRIDAY, MARCH 13th, 2020 

Watch your child’s backpack in late February for the Re-registration Form! 

Students for Grades 7 to 12 will select their option courses and submit their 
Course Options Sheet only in May/June. 



Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 
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Don’t forget … St. Maurice School is a recycling collection depot for many 
items, including batteries, cell phones and dried out markers!  Bring batteries 
and old markers to us from home and we will send them on for processing and 
recycling.   

 

 Batteries and cell phones may be dropped off into the collection boxes at either school office.   

 Dried out markers and dry-erase pens (any brand) can be dropped off at either school office.  
The markers are shipped to Crayola Canada where they will be processed into plastic fuel pel-
lets.  

Talk with your children about making good choices when it comes to reducing, reusing and recy-
cling the many consumer products they handle at home and at school!  Mixed materials recycling 
collection bins (blue boxes) are present throughout the classrooms and cafeteria of the school.  
Materials which may be recycled through our school collection program include paper, cardboard, 
aluminum cans, juice boxes; the same time of materials which can be recycled by the residential 

Celebrate Catholic Schools Week! 
February 9-14, 2020 

All parents, grandparents and parishioners are welcome and encour-
aged to attend our Catholic Schools Week Masses with the school on 
Wednesday, February 12th.  The Mass with grades 7-12 students will be at 
9:00 am, and the Mass with K to 6 will start at 10:30 am.  Please join us! 

 

Other activities and events that will take place during this week include:  

 The Toonies for Tuition casual day (see the related article in this newsletter)  

 The Catholic Schools Day In-service on Friday, February 14th.  This is a day which allows a Cath-
olic Schools conference for teachers and staff, and no school for students in K-12.  The theme 
for the day is “Social Justice: Essential to the Gospel, Central to our Mission” 



I Love to Read Month 

Income Tax Receipts for Tuition  

In an effort to save the substantial postage costs and redirect those funds to 

active school programs, Income Tax Receipts for the portion of the tuition 

which can be claimed as a charitable donation will be sent home with one child 

from each family in mid to late February.  Please watch your child’s backpack 

for this sealed and addressed envelope.   

Art Show 
St. Maurice will be hosting a one evening art show, Friday April 24th, from 7:00 to 10:00 pm.   
We are inviting all current and former students, alumni and teachers to exhibit their art, (or 
just come out and take in the experience.)    

If you are able to prepare some display ready art for this exciting event please contact  Mrs. 
Ciric at mciric@stmaurice.mb.ca or Mr. Cotter at gcotter@stmaurice.mb.ca .   

Discover the artist within you or just come out to meet old and new friends, see the art, 
meet the artists.  This promises to be a fun evening. Like us on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/events/184660016110431/  

See Art Show poster on page 8 for more details. (Poster design: Alexandra C.’2021) 

February is I Love to Read! Month 

We are celebrating I Love to Read month here at St. Maurice School. It is a perfect time to 

cuddle up and read with your children, or, even better, have them read to you! This year’s 

theme is I Read Canadian. We encourage our students to read books written by Canadian 

authors.  You might be surprised at how many Canadian authors you already have been read-

ing…Have you read anything by Jean Little, Robert Munsch, Gordon Korman, Kit Pearson, 

Eric Walters, or Dennis Lee? Then you read Canadian! Have you sampled some Alligator Pie? 

Have you had A Christmas to Remember? Have Franklin’s Valentines 

been delivered to your door? Do you know A Paper Bag Princess? Then 

you read Canadian!  Head to your nearest library this February. Check 

out some Canadian classics and look for some new Canadian authors to 

share with us! Happy Reading!  

mailto:mciric@stmaurice.mb.ca
mailto:gcotter@stmaurice.mb.ca
https://www.facebook.com/events/184660016110431/
https://www.facebook.com/events/184660016110431/
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Thank you to all staff and students for the generous and important contributions they 
made to the Immaculate Conception Drop-In Centre for the lunch St. Maurice School 
hosted this past Sunday.  Some of the school staff helped serve a meal to approximately 
175 people in need.  In total, we helped serve out:   

 Over 180 litres of chili prepared or purchased by members of the school staff;  

 35 loaves of bread  

 3 crates of bananas  

 13 four-litre jugs of 2% milk  

 20 boxes of cookies  

As we had a large supply of donated chili, approximately 30 litres of the chili made for 
this past Sunday chili was kept frozen and brought to the centre for use next Sunday, 
when the centre will be serving chili dogs. 

Thanks to the Social Justice Committee of St. Vital Parish which provided funds for the 
bread, bananas, milk and cookies.   

Many thanks to St. Maurice students and their families who donated a total of 1,622 
mitts, socks, tuques, scarves, shampoos, toothpastes, toothbrushes, soaps, and other 
toiletry items.  The staff of the Centre were extremely grateful to have these items to 
supply to those in need.   

Many thanks to the generous people of the St. Maurice School community for all their 
donations of time and treasure!  

 

 

 

 

Junior High Leadership 
By: Verina I and Ruvimbo K 

This year, the Gr 7 & 8 Leadership Committee organized a Raffle Basket Fundraiser. This con-

sisted of the Gr 7&8 homerooms each organizing a themed basket which were raffled off at 

the annual Christmas Concerts. Each student donated money or an item for the baskets. 

This fundraiser was a huge success and raised over $500. The Leadership Committee then 

went out and bought toys for the kids at the Children’s Hospital so they could have a Merry 

Christmas. The rest of the proceeds were donated to the Canadian Red Cross to support the 

victims of the wildfires in Australia. 

Koats for Kids 
Every winter Winnipeggers have donated over 6,000 coats, and Koats for Kids shares this winter gear 

with Winnipeg families. For some having a warm coat means attending school on a cold day instead of 

staying home. Donate your new and gently-used kid’s winter gear now. Winnipeg kids need your help! 

Coats (working zipper) • Boots • Ski pants • Mitts • Scarves 

Have adult winter gear to donate? No problem! We also distribute winter coats and accessories to 

adults. Please make sure coats are in good condition and that the zippers work. Should you have any 

wither wear you wish to recycle please drop off at the High School or Elementary offices. The coats/ par-

kas will be cleaned and delivered to those in need.  


