
In Flannery O’Connor’s* short story called ‘Revelation’ we hear about Mrs. Turpin, 
who is an uptight and self-righteous woman, who is very grateful to God for not 
making her like other people, whom she looks down on.  In a packed doctor’s 
office, while cataloguing other patients with many labels, and even out loud in a 
stage whisper, one of those whom Mrs. Turpin judges and catalogues – lunges at 
her and calls her an ‘old wart hog.’  This shakes up Mrs. Turpin, and at evening sit-
ting watching the sunset – she has a vision -- she sees a ‘vast swinging bridge ex-
tending upward from earth through a field of living fire. Upon it a vast hoard of 
souls were rumbling toward heaven. Mrs. Turpin sees a whole parade of the most 
unexpected and motley people clapping and leaping and shouting alleluia. Bringing 
up the rear was herself and others like her…self-righteous, judgmental and 
proud…’ 
 
The Feast of All Saints reminds us of the whole company of Saints, a whole multi-
tude that now leaps for joy in God’s presence. John, the author of the book of Rev-
elation describes a vision – not unlike Mrs. Turpin’s: “After this I looked, and there 
was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes and 
peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in 
white, with palm branches in their hands.” (Rev 7:9)  This is all summed up as we 
identify the saints “they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and 
night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any 
scorching heat; for the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd, and 
he will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes.” (Rev.16-17)  
 
They are the beloved children of God, whose family likeness to the Holy One is now 
revealed. They are the ones who have been poor in spirit, have mourned without 
comfort, have longed for their inheritance with meekness, have hungered and 
thirsted unsated for justice, have been merciful and clean of heart, have tried to 
build peace and have suffered for these choices. They are the ones who have stum-
bled and erred on their journey but have asked for forgiveness and have tried 
again. They are the ones whom others may never have thought of as saints but 
have placed their trust and hope in God – knowing that only by God’s grace can 
they be washed clean and clothed in radiance. Many people, like Mrs. Turpin, may 
be surprised to find themselves among this heavenly multitude. 

… continued on page 2 

Message from Father Mark 

I n s i d e  t h i s  

i s s u e :  

Message from 

Father Mark 

1-2 

Admin Message 2 

Campus Ministry 

News 

3 

K-8 News, Year-

books for Sale 

4 

  

  

S t .  M a u r i c e  P a r o c h i a l  S c h o o l  

Newsletter 
November 2019 V o l u m e  1 8 ,  I s s u e  3  

M 

S 

S 



P a g e  2  

On October 25th all teaching staff across Manitoba had the opportunity to attend professional 

development sessions in their area of practice. It is a reminder to all of us that education - not 

matter what your vocation - is a life long endeavour: you never stop learning. It is this continual 

pursuit of learning and growing that we want to instill in our children. 

On that note, several weeks have passed and we are now nearing the release of the first pro-

gress marks of the school year for grade 7-12 students. Report cards will be sent home on Fri-

day November 8. Please review with your child and set goals for the next progress report to be 

released in February. Parent-teacher conferences will take place on Thursday November 14th 

from 4:00-9:00 pm and Thursday November 21st from 4:00 - 9:00 pm. 

I would also encourage all of you to take the time to discuss with your children the importance 

of Remembrance Day. We are blessed to live in a peaceful and prosperous nation. It is because 

of the sacrifices of many young men and women who came before us that today we enjoy free-

dom and prosperity. The school will hold a Remembrance Day assembly for all grade 7-12 stu-

dents on Friday November 11th at 2:30pm in St. Vital Parish. Parents are welcome to attend. 

Lest We Forget. 

God bless, 
Nick Sagriotis 
Vice-Principal Grades 7-12 

N e w s l e t t e r  

Admin Message 

In the prayer of the Mass, we are reminded of this great heaven… we are told that we will 
“stand before you, Saint among the Saints in the halls of heaven with Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Mother of God, the blessed Apostles and all the saints.” (EP Recon 2) 
 
 
Happy All Saints Day! 
 

 
 
 

Message from Father Mark cont’d 

*One of the greatest disciples of the twentieth cen-
tury was neither a priest, nor a religious, nor a mar-
ried person. She was a celibate, single woman who 
spent the last 13 years of her life battling lupus 
while writing some of the best fiction the world has 
ever known—all while living on a 544-acre dairy 
farm in Milledgeville, Ga. with her mother, her 
books, and forty-four peacocks. Her name was Flan-
nery O’Connor. (From Word on Fire) 
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Hello SMS families!  I am so thrilled to say that I have begun a gradual return to work program 

after being off on a medical leave for close to 2 years.  The hours and number of days/week that I 

work having been increasing slowly over the past month and will continue to until I am able to 

work full time. The goal is that I be full time by the time we return from Christmas break.  

My colleague Tom Bailey-Robertson and I will be working together in Campus Ministry:  I will be 

working primarily with the kindergarten-grade 6 students while Tom will be working primarily 

with the grade 7-12 students. And, we will be collaborating regularly, which I know is going to be 

really wonderful.  

Some of the different activities and events that the kindergarten-grade 6 students will be partici-

pating in this year include: planning and leading prayer services, scripture studies, special celebra-

tions related to our liturgical calendar (ex: learning about the Saints whose statues are in our 

church, during the months of November in which the Church celebrates the Saints), service op-

portunities and so much more! 

I have missed the students and staff of the school so much - it feels great to be back!  Should you 

have any questions or have something that you would like to discuss, please do not hesitate to 

contact me.  

God bless! 
Nicole Savard 
Director of Campus Ministry (K-6) 

N e w s l e t t e r  

Campus Ministry News  

On November 15, St. Maurice is hosting a retreat for all grade 9 students.  This year’s theme, 

I Chose You, takes its name from the Gospel of John, where Jesus tells the disciples, “You did 

not choose me but I chose you.” November kicks off with a celebration of the Saints—all 

those women and men whom God set apart as leaders in faith and virtue.  These heroes are 

not fictional, but real people like you and I, who answered when God called.  Each of us do 

the same in our own lives.  God chooses each of us to live out lives of holiness.  If it sounds 

like a high bar to clear, that’s because it is.  It’s impossible to do it on our own, but with 

God’s help, anything is possible. 

Our retreat reflects on the possibilities that are open to each of us.  Grade 12 students will 

serve as team leaders on the retreat, choosing a special name and theme for each of their 

groups.  I can’t wait to see what they come up with.  It promises to be a positive and memo-

rable experience—it might even be fun too.  All Grade 9 students who plan on participating 

in the retreat should have their permission slips in by Friday, November 8th to Mr. Bailey-

Robertson or the High School office. 

Tom Bailey-Robertson,  

Director of Campus Ministry (7-12) 



K-8 News 
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Our students look forward to a very busy November. Please check our web-

site’s monthly calendar for the plethora of student centered “Patriot Pride” 

activities. Grade level masses, hot lunches, serving the less fortunate at the Im-

maculate Conception drop in centre, the Remembrance Day Services and excit-

ing volleyball action will be but a few  school spirited events.  

A few notables include the grades 7-12 report cards to be distributed on Friday,  November 8. 

Please review this summative assessment and discuss with your student his/her strengths and are-

as on which to work.  Mistakes are opportunities to learn.  

Parents of  grades 7-12 students are encouraged to attend 7-12 Parent Teacher conferences on  

Thursday, November 14 from 4:00 to 9:00 pm and Thursday, November 21 from 4:00 to 9:00 pm.  

Students are also encouraged to attend. The K-6 report cards will be distributed on Friday, Novem-

ber 22 with the K-6 Parent Teacher meetings scheduled for Thursday, November 28 from 4:00 to 

8:00 pm and  Wednesday, December 4 from 4:00 to 8:00pm. This will be a wonderful opportunity 

to assess your child’s progress; we encourage your presence on his/her journey to success. 

Your child’s classroom teacher, the school counsellor, resource teacher and administration support 

your child. St. Maurice School welcomes the opportunity to do “whatever it takes” to help your 

son/daughter succeed. We look forward to working with our students to help them grow, develop 

and grow strong in their Catholic faith.  

With the wetter weather and cold temperatures please ensure that your child has an extra pair of 

dry clothes stored in their lockers; these are invaluable when needed.  

God Bless, 
Patrick Bennett 
Vice Principal ( For K-6) 

2018-2019 YEARBOOKS FOR SALE  

We have a limited stock of yearbooks from last school year avail-

able for sale.  The St. Maurice School yearbook is an 80 page full 

colour publication which includes photos of all students, K-12 (on 

the homeroom pages), as well as photos and memories from 

school events and activities.  The cost is $25 per book, payable in 

cash or by cheque to St. Maurice School.  Yearbooks are available 

for sale directly from the high school office (open 8 am to 4 pm 

on school days).  You can also send in an order to either school 

office with payment and a note indicating the name and home-

room of the student to whom the yearbook should be given.  


