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Greetings:  

 

Dr. Brent Roussin, the chief provincial public health officer for Manitoba, announced yesterday 

afternoon that all K-12 schools in the Winnipeg metropolitan area have been moved into the 

Restricted / Orange pandemic response level beginning Monday, October 26th.  

 

It is important to note that Public Health has commended the work done in schools and noted the 

very low risks of transmission in schools.  The messaging received from Public Health yesterday 

afternoon via Manitoba Education was as follows:  

“The following learnings from Public Health and Education have informed our planning and 

decision-making:   
o There has been minimal school-level transmission among the K–12 schools with confirmed cases. 

o Cohorts and other public health measures have been effective in mitigating the risk of transmission and 

informing contact tracing. 

o Schools, including administrators, teachers and staff, have implemented the public health measures 

consistently and have handled confirmed cases in schools with responsiveness, confidence, and a great 

deal of professionalism.   

- While minimal transmission is occurring in schools at this point, these additional public 

health measures are critical to ensure that the schools respond to the current risks and 

conditions given rising community transmission. If more measures are needed they will 

be implemented.   

- As of Monday, October 26, 2020, schools in the Winnipeg Metro Region, Northern 

Health Region and in Churchill will be operating in regions that are in the Restricted 

level (orange) of the #RestartMB Pandemic Response System. These measures are one 

more layer of protection to keep students and staff safe.”  

 

The St. Maurice School community will be implementing some new measures and will be 

enhancing various COVID safety protocols already in place to be in compliance with the 

Restricted / Orange pandemic response level, all of which will help keep our school 

community members safe:  
a) Schools must ensure two meters of physical distancing to the greatest extent possible, and 

adjust classroom space as necessary.  Although most of the extra furnishings had already 

been removed in August from classrooms and workspaces, school staff have moved out into 

storage some additional items during today’s in-service day.  Student desks will be arranged 

in each room to provide the maximum spacing distance possible from each other.   

b) All extra-curricular sports and co-curricular activities will continue to be suspended at St. Maurice School.   

c) K-6 students under the care of the Daycare’s Before and After School Aged program will be following their 

existing guidelines which are in keeping with the relevant public health orders.  Please contact the Daycare 

Office for more information.  

d) The Before and After School study halls for Grades 7 & 8 and 9-12 will continue, with students strictly 

expected to remain in their assigned seat and use only their designated washrooms and entrance/exit doors.  



e) St. Maurice School’s cohort structure is set up strictly by grade levels.  The teachers, EAs and other 

personnel who regularly work across 2 or more grade levels will be required to wear the medical grade 

disposable masks provided by Manitoba Education.  

f) Music classes and the grade 7 & 8 choir classes will continue their studies of music and rhythm, but will 

not be singing (this is not a change, as our music classes have been learning music without singing year-

long to date)  

g) All planned field trips, including community service work opportunities, have been cancelled or postponed 

indefinitely.  

h) School staff will be reinforcing with students the COVID safety protocols already in place, especially the 

fundamentals of frequent hand washing / sanitizing, physical distancing to the greatest extent possible (both 

while at school and anywhere else), and staying home when you are sick, even if only for mild 

symptoms.  Parents are strongly urged to support and strengthen COVID safety habits in their children, 

which include these fundamentals along with:  do not share school supplies, food, drinks; always keep your 

distance from others as much as possible; walk on the right when moving through the school and do not 

touch lockers and walls when doing so, sneeze and cough into your elbow even while wearing a mask, try 

hard to not touch your face or mask, tell your teacher or parent right away if you don’t feel well, etc.  

i) Note that the restricted orange level does NOT permit K-12 schools to move to full remote learning at any 

grade level.  Should additional measures become necessary for students in Grades 7-12, a blended model 

will be implemented, wherein some students would attend  at school in-person on alternating school days, 

while the others are at home working on remote learning assignments.  Parents of 7-12 will be advised by 

email should this model need to be effected.   

j) From the public health announcement, Kindergarten to Grade 8 students may now be offered a temporary 

remote learning option for the duration of the Restricted level (orange).  Under the Yellow level (caution) 

existing until now, remote learning was not an option a parent could choose (only those students who were 

medically-advised to not attend at school were to be provided with remote learning).   

For parents considering the remote learning option for their K-8 child/ren attending 

St. Maurice School:  
a. Please advise the school office by email to office@stmaurice.mb.ca that you are choosing to keep 

your child at home for the duration of the Restricted / Orange level as it applies to St. Maurice 

School.   The email must come from a parent’s email address; please indicate the child’s full name 

and homeroom in the email stating the parent’s choice for remote learning.  

b. Advise the school office by 4:00 pm on Wednesday, October 28, 2020 if you are choosing remote 

learning.  School administrators and teachers will plan for the remote learners and those still 

attending in person based upon the remote learning requests placed by that Wednesday afternoon.  

c. By making the choice to keep your child at home for remote learning, the parents understand and 

agree that:  

i. They are able to provide or arrange for care and control of their child throughout all 

school hours.  The school will NOT be able to occasionally take in students whose 

parents advised us they have chosen remote learning because we will have made changes 

to the seating arrangements to further distance those students attending at school (and this 

has implications for contact tracing protocols).   

ii. They must commit to supporting their child’s remote learning and be available to 

supervise the student’s learning.  They must be willing and free to work with their child 

to keep them on track in completing their lessons, attending virtual meetings, researching 

for course content, finishing assignments, and submitting work as required by their 

teacher.  The parent will need to be the at-home educator, motivator and support for their 

child/ren, working in concert with the school teacher(s) who will provide direction, 

materials, guidance and guidelines.   

iii. The Restricted / Orange level will be in force for a minimum of two weeks beginning 

October 26th, may last longer than 2 weeks, and may be extended by Public Health 

without much notice in response to the evolving COVID situation in Winnipeg.  Parents 

opting for remote learning will need to keep their child at home during the restricted / 

orange level as long as it applies to St. Maurice School.  When Public Health declares 

that the School may be returned to the caution / yellow level, all students will be expected 

to attend in-person classes (except those medically advised to have remote learning 

throughout duration of the pandemic).  
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iv. The remote learning programming will vary with the grade level, subject and availability 

of technology (both at the school and in the home).  Please understand that the remote 

learning will not look like the school-wide online learning which our teachers developed 

while in-person classes were suspended altogether during April, May and June of 2020.   

v. The the emphasis of remote learning programs will focus primarily on English Language 

Arts and Mathematics, with some studies in Science, Social Studies and 

Religion.  Teachers will seek ways in which the students at home can remain connected 

to them and their classmates.   

 

Please continue to watch your email inbox for updates from St. Maurice School.  Updates will 

also be posted to the school website once those documents are changed to reflect the changes 

imposed by the restricted / orange pandemic response level.   

 

Prayers for everyone in our school community and in the world in these challenging times.  

 

 

God Bless,  

 

Mr. Bryan Doiron 

Principal 

St. Maurice Parochial School 

of St. Vital Roman Catholic Church  

 

 
 


