
Official opening and blessing of the St. Maurice School “Little Library” 

On the morning of September 26th, at the conclusion of our annual Terry Fox Walk, 

the K‐6 students and staff gathered on the lawn in front of the 4‐6 wing to participate 

in the official opening and blessing of the school’s new Little Library.  This free take‐a‐

book / leave‐a‐book library project was conceived to demonstrate to the community at 

large that literacy is of lifelong importance to the students, staff and families of St. 

Maurice School.  Thank you to resource Teachers Mrs. Grieve and Mrs. Shillingford for 

their imagination and creativity for the design of the library and a huge tribute to our 

Head of Maintenance Mr. Fontaine for his talents in its construction!  

At the grand opening, Mrs. Grieve shared this message with the students:   

Tell your family; tell your friends, the give and take should never end!!  Take a book ‐ 

leave a book, that is what it is all about!  Reading is important and helps you increase 

your knowledge of the world.  Whether you are reading the Bible, magazines, novels, 

picture books, etc., books open up a world of information and images for you to use in 

your life!! Never stop reading!!  

Free Little Libraries are found all across the world. I 

am so very happy that we now have one here at St. 

Maurice School and St. Vital Parish.  Thank you to 

Father Mark and Mr. Doiron for saying “YES” when 

asked if we could build one.  Thank you to Mr. Fon‐

taine for his amazing craftsmanship and to his side‐

kick Mr. Bashuski for his help.  Thank you to Mrs.  

Shillingford who found the images that are on the 

Library. Thank you to students Luke and Charlie for 

donating books they have finished reading; they 

brought a huge basket full this morning.  

And then we chanted: “Reading is so good for you, 

Sharing Books is what we’ll do!” 
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A prayer of blessing was composed by Father Mark for the occasion:  

Lord, our God 

We proclaim your majesty. 

In many and varied ways 

you continuously reveal yourself to us 

and in the scriptures you have handed down your inspired word. 

Listen to our prayers, 

that all who come to this library 

may always be open to the wisdom of your word. 

Grant that imbued with true learning, 

they will strive to create a more civilized world. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

Amen 

Parents, students, staff and the general public are all invited to leave a book and take a book 

from our new little library!  Let’s all enjoy the benefits of Lifelong Learning and Literacy!  

 

 

Mr. Bryan Doiron,  

Principal 

Admin Message cont’d 
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Faith‐Sharing Comes to St. Maurice School 

This fall, campus ministry has started a new initiative for high school students: small‐group faith‐

sharing.  We’ve been calling it Faith‐Sharing Group.  The lack of a fancy name is fitting, as the pro‐

cess we follow is a simple one.  We meet at lunchtime, once a cycle, and, after a pause for prayer, 

we do a couple of rounds of sharing.  The prompts for reflection are straightforward and students 

have the option to pass over any round.  It’s a great way to slow down and get in touch with our‐

selves and with God.  We listen for God in so many different ways, through prayer and liturgy, sac‐

raments and devotions, but also in nature, through relationships, and in our work and studies.  

We can listen for God in our everyday lives.  It’s tough to find the time to stop and listen; so many 

other things demand our attention.  Yet, in the doing, the stopping, listening, and sharing, we 

train ourselves over time to pay closer attention to God every day.   

It’s a process that works great for families too.  The Archdiocese of Winnipeg held its first Syn‐

od—a special gathering of the Church to walk together with Christ and one another—over the 

course of two years, ending in May 2018.  Archbishop Richard Gagnon has promulgated a post‐

synodal proclamation, Disciples on the Way, in which he commends to families and communities 

the practice of Lectio Divina.  Lectio is a prayerful way of reading Sacred Scripture while engaging 

our imaginations to open ourselves to the work of the Holy Spirit.  One of the fruits of the Synod 

is a new commitment to living out “synodality”—listening to one another and the Holy Spirit.  In 

addition to Lectio, faith‐sharing is another way to live out this holy listening, or discernment in our 

families. 

Steps for Faith‐Sharing at Home: 

 1.Take a moment when you’re gathered together to take a breath and say a short prayer.  

 It can be as short as, “Come, Holy Spirit.”  

 2. Invite each person to share a highlight of their week. “When did you feel closest to 

 God?”  Everybody gets a chance to share or pass.  Once you’ve spoken once, you don’t 

 speak again until the next round. 

 3. Follow step 2 using different prompts, such as:  

 ‐ “What was your least favourite part of the week?” 

 ‐ “What are you most thankful for?” 

 ‐ “Name something you heard from someone else that stood out to you.” 

 4. Close with a prayer of thanksgiving to God 

That’s it!  It can take as little as 5 minutes to do, but over time it can help us build a habit of grati‐

tude and listening for God in our everyday lives.  Now we just need a catchier name for it! 

High School Faith‐Sharing group meets on Day 5 at lunch in the Vianney Room across from the 

Church. 

N e w s l e t t e r  

Campus Ministry News 



K‐6 News 

P a g e  4  V o l u m e  1 8 ,  I s s u e  2  

  

The students, teachers and educational assistants have been hard at work since the first day of 

classes. We are blessed with committed educators, respectful and well behaved students and sup‐

portive parents. Thank You for your continued efforts to support your child’s education. I enjoyed 

connecting with you at our meet the teacher event on September 12. Feel free to contact your 

child’s teacher should you have any questions or concerns. 

Students are expected to spend time reviewing their notes and/or completing their assignments. 

Please check your son’s/ daughter’s student agenda to ensure that they are keeping on top of their 

school work.  As well, they are strongly encouraged to read at home. Apart from improving their 

vocabulary and writing skills, reading enables creativity, is relaxing and improves concentration. 

Did you know that a study from Harvard university found that the greatest predictor for academic 

success is home reading?  

We provide supervision from 8:30 to 3:45. Please do not leave your child at school outside of these 

school hours. Some young children have not been picked up by 3:45 ‐ for reasons of safety and lia‐

bility this is unacceptable.  

As most of our students commute to school in a vehicle, our parking lot gets busy. Out of courtesy 

and safety, please: 

1. Slow down and be mindful of others 

2. Don’t park your car in traffic lanes 

3. Drop off and pick up is next to the safety zone facing the High School Entrance 

4. Be respectful at all times; children mirror our behavior. 

We look forward to working with you this year! 

God Bless, 

Patrick Bennett, Vice‐Principal  (K‐6) 

PhysEd Updates 

September has been a busy month!  Volleyball teams have been practicing and begin their first 

games in the next week or two! We are fielding three girls grade 7/8 teams, one boys 7/8 team, a 

Junior Varsity Girls team, and  a Varsity Boys team.  Good luck to all of our athletes! 

Cross country practices have been running consistently on Tuesdays and Thursdays in the morn‐

ing before classes.  Congratulations to all students that participated at this year’s milk run, and a 

special congratulations to these 5 participants that finished in the top 10: Rory Hayes (1st ), 

Brenden Espenell (3rd) , Ester Akinlade (3rd),  Payne Wood (5th) , Nico Ciro‐Gomez (8th) . 

 We will be holding our own Cross Country meet at Crescent Drive Park on October 8th.   

More info will follow soon! 
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Fire Drills, Lockdown Drill, Hold and Secure Drill …  

 

Fire Drills ‐ St. Maurice Students will participate in a number of fire drills this fall and 
next spring.  The success of a fire drill is not only judged by the time needed to evacu‐
ate the building and record the class attendance reports, but especially by the orderli‐
ness and efficiency of the evacuation.  A quiet, orderly and efficient evacuation will 
avoid panic and will help to ensure the safety of all in the event of a real emergency 
evacuation.  Parents are asked to reinforce these attitudes when they discuss all of 
the various school safety drills with their children.  

 

 

Lockdown Drills ‐ A school lockdown is a procedure activated if a dangerous intruder were ever to 
enter into the school.  A lockdown procedure requires practice by students and staff.  In exactly the 
same way as we must train to respond to the fire alarm bells, we must develop in our school a quick 
and efficient response to the call for a lockdown.  In advance of a scheduled lockdown drill, your 
child’s teachers will be describing the reasons we practice a lockdown as a drill and will explain the 
procedures and behaviours expected of students when a lockdown is activated.  We ask that par‐
ents also discuss with their child(ren) the importance of practicing a lockdown at school.   The an‐
nouncement made for a lockdown drill is introduced on the PA system with “This is a lock‐
down drill”, such that the children may be permitted to properly practice their role in a lock‐
down without undue trauma and distress.   

Though it will be announced that it is a drill, it is fully expected that staff and students engage 
in the lockdown just as though it were real ‐ which is the same attitude we try to teach when 
it comes to fire drills (ie. evacuate every time as though it’s a real fire emergency!)  

 

Some of the standard measures which will occur when a school lockdown is activated in‐
clude:  

 teachers will close and key‐lock their classroom door after having brought any nearby students 
from the halls into the room  

 the lights are turned off, windows are closed and locked, and the blinds are shut 

 we must try to make the room appear uninhabited ‐ everyone must remain quiet and still  

 all student cell phones are turned off; students are not to make any calls or send any texts  

 staff cell phones are set to silent mode  

 class change and dismissal bells are ignored.  

 all students will get down adjacent to a wall and on the floor in the safe zone area of the room.  
Teachers will have previously discussed this safe zone space with their students.  The safe zone 
is located away from the line of sight from interior doors and windows.  

 evacuation from the room to the outdoors if it is judged to be safe to do so.  

 

...continued on page 6 
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Parents are asked to assist in the school lockdown procedure in the following ways:  

 If you should arrive at the school entrances and find a sign posted on the door 

which indicates “Lockdown Drill in Progress”, please do not enter the school until 

the drill is over and the signs have been removed.  

 Do not call the school phones or your children’s cell phone.  In the case of an actual 

school lockdown, we must keep all phone lines clear for use by emergency re‐

sponders.  Do not phone your children on their cell as this could inadvertently re‐

veal the locations of students in the school to the intruder(s).  

 If you should become aware that the school has activated its lockdown procedure, 

please do not enter the school parking lot, as this area will be needed as a coordina‐

tion area for emergency services personnel.   

 

 

Another type of student safety drill, a “Hold and Secure”, may also be carried out at St. 
Maurice School.  

A Hold and Secure would be initiated upon the advice of the Winnipeg Police Service to 
address such events as a robbery or criminal offence in close proximity to the school, a 
suspect being pursued by police near to the school, etc., but where there is no immi‐
nent threat within the school buildings.   

During a Hold and Secure, the exterior doors are all shut and locked, all recesses are 
held indoors, and school staff members are posted at the blue entrance doors to allow 
known persons entry and to prevent students from leaving unless being picked up di‐
rectly by their parent at the door.  Unless they are known to the staff member in place 
at the blue entry doors, all persons arriving at the school during a Hold and Secure will 
be asked to show photo ID and to state the reason they have for entering the building.  
Thank you for your cooperation.  

 

Let us all pray that none of these measures will ever 
actually be needed; and let’s work together to  
prepare our students and ourselves to be as ready as 
we can be for emergency situations.   
 

N e w s l e t t e r  

Lockdown Information cont’d 
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Top Marks has a 60‐day return/exchange policy. All purchases made in the spring 

or summer start that 60‐day period on the first day of school. All purchases made 

after September 4, 2019 will be counted from the date of purchase. 

 If any families would like to make a return or exchange, please fill out 

the Return Authorization form in your package and drop off the items to 

your school office. One of the Top Marks representatives will pick up the 

return/exchange and send it back to Montreal for you. Top Marks will 

mail you the replacement pieces to your home.  

The last day for exchanges from the spring summer purchases is November 8, 

2019. If you have any questions, please call 1‐800‐667‐7105 between 8:00 am and 

St. Maurice 

Catholic 

School 

As part of our Remembrance Day Service on Friday, 

November 10th, we will be creating a slide show 

presentation to reflect on and remember members 

of our community who have been impacted by war.  

We are asking families to send in pictures of their 

family members who have served in any capacity in 

the Royal Canadian Air Force, Royal Canadian Army, 

or Royal Canadian Navy and/or who have been im‐

pacted in any way by any global war in which they 

have been involved in any capacity.  

Students can bring in photos that we will scan and return to you or you can send scanned copies 

of these photos to me at jphippard@stmaurice.mb.ca. If you are sending in photos through your 

child, please ensure that they are appropriately labelled so that we can get them back to you in a 

timely manner. We ask that all photos be submitted by Friday, November 1st at the latest.  

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.  Mrs. Julie Phippard 

K‐5 Remembrance Day Service 


