
One of my favorite hymns that we sing at Mass on Sundays is called “We Remember” 
written in 1980 by Father Marty Haugen. I am always in awe of the refrain “We remem‐
ber how you loved us to your death, and still we celebrate, for you are with us here; and 
we believe that we will see you when you come in your glory, Lord. We remember, we 
celebrate, we believe.” 
 
We are moving into a new church season, the season of Advent. Advent marks the begin‐
ning of the liturgical year. While it expresses the deep longing of all humanity for God, it 
celebrates the three‐fold coming of the Lord: remembering the events that surrounded 
the Lord’s coming long ago, celebrating his coming among us today 
and looking forward to his final coming in glory. 
 
Advent is a season of devout and joyful expectation. It is four Sundays 
(with its actual length determined by the weekday of Christmas) high‐
light our desire and longing for peace, justice and unity. As we watch 
from week to week the lighting of the candles on the advent wreath, 
the light shines in the darkness, and allows us to remember our faith, 
our love and our service to our brothers and sisters – and as the hymn 
reminds us “we believe that we will see you when you come in your 
glory!”  
 
Happy Advent! 
 

Father Mark 

Message from Father Mark 
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December 12th  
The Feast of Our Lady 

of Guadalupe,  
Patroness of the  

Americas. 

Admin Message 

A message from the Principal:  

During the season of Advent (also in Lent), a group of St. Maurice School staff take turns 

leading a prayer group session for each week of the season.  The great season of Advent 

begins this Sunday, December 1st, and we will all eagerly await the coming of Jesus into 

the world at Christmas.  Below is a prayer I wrote many years ago (2003, I think) when it 

was my turn to lead.  Perhaps you could read it as part of your own prayer life during the 

first week of Advent, or read it together as a family around your home’s Advent wreath.     

...Continued on page 2 



Admin Message cont’d 
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Leader:  This week we begin the season of Advent. Let us ask our Father in heaven to fill us with his 

grace. Let us open our hearts to God's love as we prepare to welcome Christ into our lives, school and 

homes. The candles of our wreath remind us that Jesus Christ came to conquer the darkness of sin 

and to lead us into the light of his glorious kingdom. 

All:  Heavenly Father, we look forward to the celebration of Christmas and to the coming of the 

Lord in glory. Bless this Advent wreath and all of us.  As we pray around it, fill us with your life and 

strengthen us for our daily tasks. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Reader #1:  Three "advents" shape our desire for Christ’s coming to us. We want to be renewed in a 

sense that Jesus came to save us from our sin and death. We want to experience his coming to us 

now, in our everyday lives, to help us live our lives with meaning and purpose. And we want to pre‐

pare for his coming to meet us at the end of our lives on earth. 

Reader #2:  Advent is a season of joyful hope in Christ's coming to us. How can each of us prepare a 

peaceful place in our heart for Jesus' birth during this hectic time of year? How can I express my joyful 

hope in His coming?  

Reader #3:  As we begin our Advent season, we light one candle in the midst of all the darkness in 

our lives and in the world. The candle symbolizes our longing, our desire, our hope for a far better 

world; a world in which Christ is alive and present to all.   

Reader #4:  When we wake up, each day this week, we could light that candle in our minds and 

hearts, just by taking a few moments to focus. We could pause for one minute at the side of our bed, 

or while putting on our slippers or our robe, and light an inner candle. Who among us doesn't have 

time to pause for a moment? We could each find our own way to pray something like this:  

All:  Lord, the light I choose to let into my life today is based on my trust in you. It is a weak candle 

flame, but I so much desire that it dispel a bit more darkness today. Today, I just want to taste the 

longing I have for you as I go to the meeting or class this morning, carry out the responsibilities of my 

work, or face the frustration of some difficult relationships. Let this candle be my reminder today of 

my hope in your coming. 

Reader #5:  All powerful God, increase our strength of will for doing 

good, that Christ may find in us an eager welcome at his coming and call 

us to his side in the kingdom of heaven, where he lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

All:  Amen.  

I wish you all a blessed and prayerful Advent season, and a joyous 

Christmas,  

 

Bryan Doiron, Principal  
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Warm Greetings, 

Life is about experiences and learning. education is life itself.  We encourage students to not hold back with their 

learning. Consequently, they will make the most of educational opportunities and achieve their life goals.   

Help! Four letters that can mean so much. They are four letters as a dynamic, planned action ‐ or a plea! The 

teachers at our school take action and help the students to achieve spiritual, academic, sporting, cultural and life‐

long learning. Teachers are motivated to help create a year that is like a necklace, adorned with pearls of oppor‐

tunities.  

 Our students’ education is sound, creative and infused with Catholic values. St. Maurice School, together with 

the parents and the students, will enable  this reality. Thank You for reviewing their ( K‐6), report cards and at‐

tending the parent teacher conferences‐ November 28 and December 4, 4:00 to 8:00.  

As a partnership students however, cannot merely sit back and expect the greater school community to do eve‐

rything for them. They are reminded to realize the importance of self‐motivation, a work ethic and embracing 

learning opportunities.  

For the love of God let’s continue to work together as proud Patriots to help each other to be our best for our 

world! 

God Bless, 

Patrick Bennett, Vice‐ Principal ( For K‐6) 

N e w s l e t t e r  

K‐6 News 

Grade 7‐12 students and parents have now received their first progress reports and parent‐teacher interviews are now 

complete. I hope you had an opportunity to meet with some of your child’s teachers to help flesh out the meaning of the 

progress mark.  

Here are some questions I hoped you asked teachers: 

 Is my child respectful and courteous to you and to classmates? 

 Is my child helpful to others? 

 Does my child use class time effectively? 

 Does my child have a good work ethic? 

 Does my child show interest and ask questions? 

 Is my child struggling with any of the outcomes? 

 

Praising or admonishing your child solely based on the mark they received in a course is ill advised. Your child may have 

received a 90% in math but had put forth very little effort. Conversely, a child may have received a 72% in math and had 

put forth an immense effort.  If we praise only the outcome (mark) and not the learning behavior (work ethic), they will 

learn to value the mark and not to value hard work. This will be detrimental to the child’s long term school and life 

achievement. Ask the right questions. 

 

Nick Sagriotis, Vice‐Principal (For 7‐12) 

A Message from the 7‐12 Vice‐Principal 
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St. Maurice 

Parochial 

School 

It’s been a busy month, including: 

 Several of the K‐6 classes had the opportunity to learn more about the saints and have a tour of 

our church to see the statues of saints that we have.   

 Students in grades 3‐12 had the opportunity to go to confession (for Catholic students) or for a 

blessing/or talk to a priest (for non‐Catholic students) when we had a number of priests here over 

for 2 afternoons.   

 21 of the grade 9 students participated in an overnight retreat at the school, lead in large part by a 

number of the grade 12 students.   

We are now working on preparations for day‐long grade‐level retreats for the grade 10, 11 & 12 stu‐

dents in December. The grade 4 students will be receiving their bibles on December 5th.  Some of the 

classes will participate in an Advent scripture study, held in the church.  The kindergarten‐grade 2 stu‐

dents will participate in an Advent Children’s Liturgy of the Word also in the church.  And there will be 

more! 

We have A LOT of service opportunities lined up for students in grades 3‐12 beginning in January, at 

places such as Winnipeg Harvest, Siloam Mission, Agape Table, the Salvation Army, the Rotary Villa 

and more!  Information will be given to the students ahead of each planned event, and will also be 

included in the monthly newsletters. 

Should you ever have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact either of us.   

Tom Bailey‐Robertson & Nicole Savard, 

Directors of Campus Ministry 

 

 

Patriot Pride Corner 

Prepare the way of the Lord, make his 

paths straight. –Matthew 3:3 

Campus Ministry News 

Each year, the Archdiocese of Winnipeg and the Manitoba Catholic Schools office 

offer the opportunity for students in the Catholic schools to submit their artistic 

creations for an art contest for the covers of their Christmas cards.  Congratulations to Angel O.’22, 

of 10A, whose artwork will appear on the cover of the Christmas cards of the Archdiocese of Winni‐

peg, and to Dinethmi B.’26, of 6B, whose submission was chosen for the cards which will be sent 

out by the Manitoba Catholic Schools office.   Great job!  

...Continued on Page 5 



P a g e  5   

N e w s l e t t e r  

Patriot Pride Corner 

Sam Mercier is a grade 11 student who attends St. Maurice School. He was diagnosed with autism at the age 

of three. Early on it was thought he would never be able to express himself verbally or through other for‐

mats, but with hard work, Sam is now able to learn in a classroom at St Maurice. Sam is a very social student 

who loves to talk to his teachers and classmates.  Sam has developed a great love for animation. This has cer‐

tainly proven to be a great avenue for his self‐expression.  

Sam is a summer resident of Winnipeg Beach which he has a great love for, almost as much as his love for 

animation. During the summer months Sam works at the Breakwater Cafe where he met a very important 

person, the owner, Lisa Kiecker.  Lisa also has a great love for Winnipeg Beach.  She has always wanted to 

publish a colouring book that highlights the greatness of this area. The problem was Lisa can not draw.  Lisa 

discovered Sam’s amazing love and talent for animation. With this, a great partnership  was formed.  

Together, after a summer long mission, they were able to Publish ‘Exploring with Sam’, which is a beautiful 

informative colouring book all about Winnipeg  Beach, Manitoba. In 

the words of Sam “it was great drawing pictures of Winnipeg 

Beach.  I can show how much I love it with my drawing. Drawing re‐

laxes me and so does being at Winnipeg Beach”. 

Sam and Lisa launched their book on November 9, 2019. It has 

been well received by Manitobans who have a connection to this 

lakeside town.  Sam also hosted a book signing at St. Maurice School 

after classes on November 21st. For more information on this story 

and  how to purchase this book go to the Facebook page “Exploring 

with Sam”.  

Congratulations Sam!  We are proud of you!  

Congratulations to Senuth E.’24 from homeroom 8B who was recently pre‐

sented with a number of awards in competitive swimming!  At the 2019 Swim 

Manitoba awards celebration for the 2018 ‐ 2019 Swim Season, Senuth was the 

recipient of:  

 The 12 & under Male Swimmer of the Year Award, and  

 Awards of Merit in recognition of his achievements as the 2019 Provincial 

Champion for the ManSask Championship 13 & under category for the 50 

metre & 800 metre freestyle races.  

Great job Senuth!  



2018 Christmas Concerts at St. Vital Parish Church 
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Student arrival for the evening performances 

For the evening performances, Grades 1 to 3 students must report to their classrooms at 5:30 pm, and 
Grades 4 to 6 students must report to their classrooms at 6:45 pm.  Staff supervision of students will 
only be available beginning at those times.  Please note: Supervision is not available for brothers and/
or sisters of the performing students.   

 

Clothing Attire/Costumes 

For the afternoon K concert, and for the afternoon and evening concerts for 1‐3 and 4‐6:  

 All students are asked to wear their “Christmas best” (no jeans or casual clothes please), clothing 

must be modest and cover the shoulders.  

 On concert day, K‐6 students are expected to attend school in the dress clothes needed for the 

afternoon performance; all recesses will be held indoors. Grade 7/8 students can change at lunch. 

All students are strongly encouraged to wear flat shoes for safety as they will be standing on choir 
risers for the performance. 

 

Silver Collection, Prize Raffles, and Bake Sale 

While the admission to the concerts is free, there will be a silver collection for the inner city schools 
breakfast program delivered by Rossbrook House.   

The Grade 7&8 Leadership Team will be holding raffles for various gift baskets.  There will be 4 gift 
baskets available to be won, one prepared by each homeroom. The tickets will be $2 each or 3 for $5.  
Tickets will be sold only at each of the Grade 1‐3 and 4‐6 concerts.  The draws will 
be made at the end of the last evening concert on December 19th.  All proceeds 
from the basket raffles will go towards the purchase of gifts for children at the 
Children’s Hospital. 

The High School Social Justice Committee will offer Christmas bake sales at the 
end of the concerts on December 19th, with proceeds donated to local charities.  

All raffle ticket and bake sale items sales are cash only – thank you.   

St. Maurice 

Parochial 

School 

Performances: 

Kindergarten  and Grade 7/8 Choir at 2:00 pm on Wednesday, December 18th 

Grades 1‐3 at 1:00 pm and 6:00 pm on Thursday, December 19th 

Grades 4‐6 at 2:15 pm and 7:30 pm on Thursday, December 19th 
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Thank you to all staff and students for the generous and important contributions they 

made to the Immaculate Conception Drop‐In Centre for the lunch St. Maurice School 

hosted this past Sunday.  Some of the school staff helped serve a meal to approximately 

175 people in need.  In total, we helped serve out:   

 Over 180 litres of chili prepared or purchased by members of the school staff;  

 35 loaves of bread  

 3 crates of bananas  

 13 four‐litre jugs of 2% milk  

 20 boxes of cookies  

Thanks to the Social Justice Committee of St. Vital Parish which provided 

funds for the bread, bananas, milk and cookies.   

Many thanks to St. Maurice students and their families who donated a total of 1,819 

mitts, socks, tuques, scarves, shampoos, toothpastes, toothbrushes, soaps, and other 

toiletry items.  The staff of the Centre were extremely grateful to have these items to 

supply to those in need.   

Thank you to the generous people of the St. Maurice School community for all their do‐

nations of time and treasure!  

N e w s l e t t e r  

Immaculate Conception Drop‐In Centre 
Chili Lunch 

Santa Portraits 
are coming to St. Maurice School 

Get photos with your siblings and your friends without the hassle of having to go to 
the mall. 

Photos with Santa will be taken on  

Thursday, December 5th and Friday, December 6th 

Santa portraits will also be taken at the Jingle Bell Shop in the evening on Friday,     
December 6th. Students will receive their 5X7 prints at school the following week. 

Each copy of a photo is only $8.00 

Return photo order form by Tuesday, December 3rd (make cheque payable to “St. 
Maurice School Grad Fund”) 



Junior High Christmas in October Initiative 
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St. Maurice 

Parochial 

School 

The Gr 7&8 students participated in a week long Christmas in October fundraising initiative from Octo‐

ber 28 to November 1. During this activity filled week, students dressed as elves, participated in gym 

activities at lunch, carved pumpkins, exchanged Christmas candy grams, and watched “The Nightmare 

Before Christmas” as a community. Students also brought in monetary donations, where all proceeds 

were forwarded to Richardson and Kennedy, the children sponsored by the Gr 7&8 students through 

Chalice, a Catholic sponsorship charity. Below are the monies raised by each Junior High homeroom 

class: 

 7A raised $544.00. 

 7B raised $656.00. 

 8A raised $804.95. 

 8B raised $491.35. 

With the monies raised by each homeroom, and the candy gram and snack 

sales, the junior high students of St Maurice School raised a grand total of $2647.15! Excellent work, Gr 

7&8 students!  

The money raised for Richardson, a 16 year old male living in Haiti, will provide him with proper nutri‐

tion, medical care, and other basic necessities. Sponsorship of Kennedy, a 12 year old male living in 

Ghana, will allow Kennedy to attend school every day. Kennedy dreams to complete his education and 

become a teacher! 

A special thank you also goes out to the Gr 7&8 Leadership Representatives for helping to plan and 

facilitate the activities for the week. 
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St. Maurice 

Parochial 

School 

A Message from the Minister of Education 

 
Dear Parents/Guardians and Families, 

 

As I am sure that you have noticed, the use and popularity of e‐cigarettes and 

“vaping” has been increasing in Manitoba. These trends come after years of de‐

creasing smoking rates across the province, particularly among youth.  

This trend is concerning as the use of e‐cigarettes is not without risk, with evi‐

dence emerging around addiction potential and harmful chemicals contained in 

the vaping liquid. Therefore, as a province, we want to ensure we are being pro‐

active and that tobacco use is not simply being replaced by e‐cigarettes.  

My office has provided a reminder to all schools that the use of e‐cigarettes (as 

with conventional cigarettes) in any enclosed public space, including schools, is 

prohibited under The Smoking and Vapour Products Control Act. This prohibition 

is important to ensure that smoking, be it tobacco or e‐cigarettes, is not normal‐

ized or thought of as a risk‐free activity. 

As e‐cigarettes are a relatively new technology, we want to ensure that parents 

are also able to access clear and balanced information to be able to talk to their 

children. We know that nobody is more influential on a young person’s decisions 

than their parents and would therefore like to encourage you to explore the re‐

sources available from  

Health Canada ‐ www.canada.ca/en/services/health/publications/healthy‐living/

talking‐teen‐vaping‐tip‐sheet‐parents.html 

Please take the time to examine this information and to share it with others. 

Best wishes for a successful and enjoyable school year. 

 

Kelvin Goertzen 

Minister  

Education 





(Cash or Cheques only.  Cheques payable to Manitoba Moose Hockey Club.)

STUDENT NAME:__________________________________________________ 

NUMBER OF TICKETS TOTAL: _____ TOTAL OWED: $______________. 

Order and Payment Deadline February 3rd, 2020.
Tickets must be paid for prior to the game.  

WITH $10 GOING  
BACK TO THE SCHOOL

$20
FEBRUARY
SATURDAY

15
–6PM–

Sell 75 tickets as a school and receive – Autographed Winnipeg Jets Puck
Sell 120 tickets -  Autographed Winnipeg Jets Player Picture
Sell 175 tickets - Autographed Winnipeg Jets Player Jersey

Bonus WINNIPEG JETS memorabilia that can generate
more fundraising for your school!

(Regular $34)



His Worship Brian Bowman  
invites you to attend the

Tree Lighting Ceremony Tree Lighting Ceremony 
& Open House& Open House

Tuesday, December 3, 2019
5:45 pm – 7:00 pm

City Hall 

Please bring a new, unwrapped toy for the 
Christmas Cheer Board or Toy Mountain

Refreshments to follow



                        ST. MAURICE SCHOOL - GRADES 8 TO 12 

EXAMINATION SCHEDULE FINAL - JANUARY 2020 -  
 

 

DATE 
 

TIME 
 

EXAMINATIONS 

  

Thursday, January 23 
 

9:00 AM 
 

English Language Arts 20F 

ELA: Comprehensive Focus 40S 

ELA: Literary Focus 40S 

 

12:30 PM 
 

Science 10F 

Physics 30S  

 

 

Friday, January 24 
 

9:00 AM 
 

ELA 10F  

History: Canadian 30S 

 

12:30 PM 
 

Science 20F 

Essential Mathematics 40S 
Pre-Calculus Mathematics 40S 

 

Monday, January 27 
 

9:00 AM 
 

Science 8 

Chemistry 40S 

Economics 40S 

 

12:30 PM 
 

Mathematics 10F  

Chemistry 30S 

Law 40S 

 

Tuesday, January 28 
 

9:00 AM 
 

English Language Arts 8  

Geographic Issues of the 21
st 

Century 20F  (Geography 20F) 

 

 

12:30 PM 
 

Pre-Calculus Mathematics 30S 

Essential Mathematics 30S 

Physics 40S 

 

 

Wednesday, January 29 
 

9:00 AM 
 

Mathematics 8 

ELA: Comprehensive Focus 30S 

ELA: Literary Focus 30S 

 
 

12:30 PM 
  Canada in the Contemporary World 10F  (Social Studies 10F) 

Biology 40S 
 

 

Thursday, January 30 
 

9:00 AM 
 

Social Studies 8 

Biology 30S 

  

12:30 PM 
 

Essential Mathematics 20S 
Introduction to Applied and Pre-Calculus Mathematics 20S 
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